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How much of Otero County Electric Coopera-
tiveôs margins from last year will YOU re-
ceive? Your June 2019 electric bill lists the 
amount allocated to your capital credit ac-
count based on last yearôs margins. The in-
formation will appear on the left hand side of 
the bill, above the kWh Usage History. 

As an OCEC member, you have a share in 
the earnings of your not-for-profit electric co-
operative. The allocation reflected on the bill 
represents your share of the operating mar-
gins (excess of income over expenses) real-
ized by your cooperative for the year indicat-
ed. The margins are allocated to all members 
who received electric service from the coop-
erative in proportion to the amount each 
member paid for electric service. 

The money represented by membersô capital 
credits (also known as patronage capital) is 
used by your co-op to repay long-term debt, 
maintain reserves for financing of plant re-
placements, storm damage, and other contin-
gencies. Because patronage capital is used 
in this manner, it is not refunded immediately. 

Instead, the amount of capital credits is rec-
orded on an account established in your 
name and made a permanent part of the co-
operativeôs records. Should the Board of 
Trustees determine that a refund of patron-
age capital credits be made, they will be re-
funded in accordance with the bylaws of the 
cooperative. Last year, OCEC retired Capital 
Credits for 1993 and a portion 1994, refund-
ing $770,000 to members receiving alloca-
tions in those years. 

Should you discontinue service in the future, 
be sure to keep your address updated with 
OCEC. This will insure that you will receive 
future allocation information and a refund 
check if and when capital credits are refund-
ed. Any unclaimed Capital Credit refunds are 
eventually escheated into the Otero County 
Electric Education Foundation, which pro-
vides educational scholarships for members 
and their dependents. 

Capital credit allocations shown on your 
statement can not be applied to your energy 
bills. 

 

OCEC Offices Closed 

Thursday, July 4, 2019  

 

Please celebrate responsibly!  
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Want to light up your outdoor space without increasing 
your energy use? Try outdoor solar lights! Theyôre easy to 
install and virtually maintenance free. Remember, solar 
lights work best when the solar cells receive the manufac-
turerôs recommended hours of sunlight. 
 

Source:   energy.gov 

Crews working to trim trees and vegetation in rights-of-way 
are currently in the following areas and are expected to 
remain there for the next few weeks 

¶ Cox Canyon, Mescalero, James Canyon, 

Cloudcroft & High Rolls 

¶ Ruidoso DownsðPalo Verde area 

OCEC reminds members that you may see vehicles, ATVs 
and crew members from Rogers Tree Service trimming 
and cutting trees near existing power lines. Vehicles will 
be marked with their company name, as well as on OCEC 
contractor placard. 

Colton AuldðApprentice Linemanð2 years 

Saben LessentineðDistrict Operations Supv.ð23 years 

Tawnya LuceroðMember Services Rep.ð5 years 

There are four (4) positions on the Otero County Electric 
Cooperative Board of Trustees that are up for election. 
Elections will take place at the Annual Meeting of Mem-
bers to be held Saturday, August 3, 2019 in the Cloud-
croft High School Gymnasium in Cloudcroft, NM. 

The Trustees whose terms are expiring this year are 
listed below. 

Fred Hansen - Northeast District 

Marty Mills - Central District 

Tim Rabon - Southwest District 

Denny Burnett - Southeast District 

Article IV, Section 3 of the Bylaws states: 

SECTION 3. Nominations. Nominations for Trustees to 
be elected shall be by Petition signed by fifteen or more 
members acting together, and who are bona fide resi-
dents of the district for which the nomination is made. 
The Petition shall be filed not less than twenty-five (25) 
days or more than forty-five (45) days before the date of 
the Meeting of the Members in which Trustees are to be 
elected. Nominations for the position of Trustee from the 
floor, at the annual Meeting of Members, is not allowed. 

The secretary shall include with the notice of the meet-
ing, at least ten (10) days before the date of the meet-
ing, a statement of the number of Trustees to be elected 
and the names and addresses of the candidates. Not-
withstanding anything contained in this SECTION, fail-
ure to comply with any of the provisions of this SEC-
TION shall not affect in any manner whatsoever the va-
lidity of any election of Trustee. 

Petition forms are available in any of our local offices in 
Cloudcroft, Alto or Carrizozo or may be downloaded by 
clicking the link below. According to the dates outlined in 
the bylaws, petitions will only be accepted between 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 and Tuesday, July 9, 

2019.  

Petition forms may be picked up at any OCEC office or 
downloaded at the following address on our website: 
www.ocec-inc.com/content/election-information. 

 

Did You Know? 
¶ All thunderstorms produce lightning.  
¶ Lightning often strikes outside the area of 

heavy rain and can strike as far as 10 miles 
from any rainfall.  

¶ �,�I���\�R�X���K�H�D�U���W�K�X�Q�G�H�U�����\�R�X�·�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U��
zone. 


