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Safety has always been a top 
priority at OCEC.  But a safety 
initiative introduced by National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation and Federated Rural 
Electric Insurance Exchange 
was recently adopted by OCEC 
as another tool to enhance the 
existing safety program. The 

Commitment to Zero Contacts program was de-
signed to provide electric cooperatives with ideas 
and resources needed to help eliminate serious 
injuries and fatalities (SIFs) related to electrical 
contact. 

Electrical line work is a dangerous field. In the last 
ten years, the overall number of job-related inju-
ries has decreased, which is something to be 
proud of. However, the number of SIFs has re-
mained the same or increased in some instances 
and that fact alone is enough to push for safer 
work practices, so every lineman goes home to 
his family at the end of each day.  

The Commitment to Zero Contacts program em-
phasizes education to raise individual awareness 
of existing work procedures to help identify where 
changes may be needed. Before employees can 
commit to change, they must clearly understand 
the behaviors and actions that may be contrib-
uting to unsafe work conditions, then take neces-
sary steps to eliminate shortcuts and work more 
safely each and every day. 

A helpful part of increasing safety communication 
is the implementation and use of a job planning 
app that was created for use on mobile devices. 
The S.A.F.E. app (Stop and Focus Everyday) was 
designed to bring attention to the life-saving rules, 
hazard recognition, and increase communication 
between crew members. OCEC crews have been 
using this digital application for several months 
with a positive response. 

Crew members using the job-briefing S.A.F.E app before the 
start of a recent job. 

OCEC linemen signing their Commitment to Zero Contacts. 
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Avoid placing items like lamps and televisions near your 
air conditioning thermostat. The thermostat senses heat 
from these appliances, which can cause the A/C to run 
longer than necessary. 

Source:   energy.gov 

Crews working to trim trees and vegetation in rights-of-
way are currently working in the following areas and are 
expected to remain there for the next few weeks 

• Sac Peak Line 

• Cox Canyon 

• Ruidoso Downs 

OCEC reminds members that you may see vehicles, ATVs 
and crew members from Rogers Tree Service trimming 
and cutting trees near existing power lines. Vehicles will 
be marked with their company name, as well as on OCEC 
logo. 

Frank Borunda—Engineering/Operations Tech.—20 years 

Delbert Lucero—System Engineer—4 years 

Mark Martin—Working Line Foreman—13 years 

Mario Romero—General Manager—17 years 

OCEC is now accepting applications for 
multiple positions.  

 
If you are interested in becoming a part of our 

team, visit the “Careers” page of our website 
for additional details. 

  

www.ocec-inc.com/content/careers 

As winds begin to pick up, red-flag warn-
ings will be issued and OCEC will put into 
effect fire prevention procedures. Reclos-
ers will be set to non-reclose so breakers 
operate and lines stay open at the first sign of a fault to 
help reduce the risk of a fire being started by electrical 
equipment. 

This precautionary measure will rely more heavily on line 
patrol by operations personnel and less on automated 
equipment, but does come with some consequences – 
outages may last longer and more members could be 
affected. OCEC asks everyone to be patient when the 
longer outages occur, but hope you understand that the 
benefits of the extra patrol time far outweigh the risks.  

 

OCEC Offices Closed  
Monday, May 27, 2019  


