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OCEC manages approximately 2,985 miles 
of power line within its service territory. Main-
taining vegetation around those lines and in 
the right-of-way (ROW) is a key component 
of providing safe, reliable, and affordable 
electricity to members.  

Widths of ROW vary from 10 feet to 100 feet 
wide, depending on the voltage of the power 
line. For instance, the ROW for a secondary 
service line, the line between a transformer 
and your home, is typically 10 feet wide. But, 
the minimum width for a ROW near a high-
voltage transmission line is 40 feet.  

Removal of trees or vegetation within these 
corridors is necessary for many reasons. 
Trees that touch the power line can be the 
cause of an outage, can start a forest fire, 
and can even be a fatal hazard for anyone 
who may come in contact with that tree. 

Despite OCECôs effort to maintain ROW, out-
ages caused by trees outside of the ROW 
are still a problem in the heavily forested re-
gions of our service territory. For instance, a 
leaning pine tree that is 70 feet tall and sits 5 
feet outside a 40-foot ROW, falls onto power 
lines during high winds that are so often ex-
perienced in New Mexico. Due to the height 
of the tree, even though it sits outside the 
ROW by several feet, it still has the potential 
of falling directly on the line, causing broken 
poles, downed conductor and a lengthy out-
age for members while crews make repairs. 

If you see a hazard tree, please report it to 
OCEC so crews can inspect and determine 
the proper course of action. 

Did you know? 

¶ Both live and dead trees conduct electric-
ity because of the sap and water content. 
When a tree or limb comes in contact 
with power lines the electricity travels 
down the tree into the roots. Anyone 
touching that tree can become the elec-
tricityôs path to the ground and possibly 
suffer fatal injuries. 

¶ Trees donôt have to physically touch an 
energized line to be dangerous. Electrici-
ty can arc from the power line to nearby 
trees given the right conditions. 

¶ Line loss can also be a problem if tree 
limbs contact the power lines. Line loss is 
energy purchased but not sold and can 
negatively affect rates for member own-
ers. 
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Turn off kitchen, bath and other exhaust fans within 
20 minutes after you-re done cooking or bathing. 
When replacing exhaust fans, consider installing high
-efficiency, low-noise models. 

Source:   energy.gov 
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 Billy Corliss recently completed the 
necessary training through the Mer-
chant Job Training & Safety program 
to become a journeyman lineman. 
Billy began working for OCEC in 
2014 as an apprentice lineman and 
started the Merchant Program shortly 
thereafter. He works out of the Alto 
office and is a valued member of the 
line crew. 

Congratulations on your accomplish-
ment, Billy!   

Crews working to trim trees and vegetation in rights-
of-way are currently working in the following areas 
and are expected to remain there for the next few 
weeks 

¶ Village of Cloudcroft 

¶ Sun Valley & Villa MadonnaðAlto 

OCEC reminds members that you may see vehi-
cles, ATVs and crew members from Rogers Tree 
Service trimming and cutting trees near existing 
power lines. Vehicles will be marked with their com-
pany name, as well as on OCEC logo. 

Feel free to call with questionsð1-800-548-4660. 

#ÈÒÉÓ (ÕÇÈÅÓ ɉÃÅÎÔÅÒɊȟ ÁÐÐÒÅÎÔÉÃÅ ÌÉÎÅÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÌÏÕÄÃÒÏÆÔ ÁÒÅÁȟ ×ÁÓ 
ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÁÓ %ÍÐÌÏÙÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 
ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒ ÏÆ ΨΦΧήȢ #ÈÒÉÓ ÈÁÓ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÆÏÒ /#%# ÓÉÎÃÅ ΨΦΧΪȢ (ÉÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅȟ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÓÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÁÆÔÅÒ-
ÈÏÕÒ ÏÕÔÁÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔ ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ #ÈÒÉÓ 
×ÁÓ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ Á×ÁÒÄȢ !ÌÓÏ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÄ ÁÒÅ #ÁÄÅ 3ÔÁÎÄÉÆÅÒȟ 3ÁÆÅÔÙ 
)ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÏÒ ɉÌÅÆÔɊ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÙ 2ÕÓÈȟ /#%# /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ -ÁÎÁÇÅÒ ɉÒÉÇÈÔɊȢ 

John GillenðJourneyman Linemanð11 years 

Jerry PorteousðStaking Technicianð5 years 

Chance Van WinkleðJourneyman Linemanð3 years 

Chris VenturaðJourneyman Linemanð15 years 

Rodney WoodðStaking Engineerð9 years 

OCEC is now accepting applications for 
several different positions.  

 
If you are interested in becoming a part 
�R�I���R�X�U���W�H�D�P�����Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���³�&�D�U�H�H�U�V�´���S�D�J�H���R�I��

our website for additional details.  
  

www.ocec - inc.com/content/careers  


