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April 
2016

Spring time in New Mexico usually brings high 

winds, warmer temperatures and dry conditions. 

Unfortunately, that also brings about an increased 

fire danger for most of the service territory. OCEC 

operations personnel have implemented some 

enhanced safety measures in response to these 

conditions in an effort to ensure that electrical 

equipment damage or repair efforts does not con-

tribute to the current fire danger. 

OCEC has an ongoing right-of-way maintenance 

program to manage vegetation posing a threat to 

power lines. Our line crews and contractors work 

throughout the year to keep trees, tree limbs and 

other obstacles away from high-voltage power 

lines. The forest landscape that makes this area 

such a beautiful place for us to live and work can 

make this a task of great proportions, but an im-

portant part of providing you, our members, with 

safe, reliable and affordable electricity. Not only 

do we rely on co-op employees for recognizing 

hazards, we look to members to notify us of large 

branches or hazard trees that could potentially fall 

through the lines on a windy day. If you encounter 

these situations, please call to report them, so we 

can check it out. 

In addition to vegetation management, OCEC has 

taken an extra step to minimize the risk of a fire.  

A recloser is an automatic high-voltage electric 

switch that operates much like a circuit breaker in 

your home. When a household breaker trips, it will 

remain off until it is manually reset. A recloser will 

test the electrical line to determine whether the 

trouble has been removed. And, if the problem 

was only temporary, the recloser automatically 

resets itself and restores electric power. The oper-

ation of this breaker is sometimes seen as a blink 

at your home. To mitigate the risk of a fire, OCEC 

has placed the reclosers on non-reclose so the 

breakers operate and the line stays open at the 

first sign of a fault so power lines are less likely to 

be the cause of a fire.  

When these breakers operate causing an outage, 

line crews will do extra patrols of the affected sec-

tion of line to make sure there are no trees or 

limbs touching the electrical equipment before 

giving an all-clear to re-energize the power line.  

Having these protective devices open at the first 

sign of a fault may cause more frequent and long-

er outages for some. We hope our members will 

understand and ask that you be patient when 

these outages occur. The benefits of the extra 

patrol time far out weigh the risks of not perform-

ing the expanded inspection.  

Photo to Left: ñSpringtime in the Sacramentosò taken by Marietta Crane - off Hwy. 
130, East of Cloudcroft on Rt. 82. 

When thereôs an outage, we know how important it is for you to have the most up-to-date information availa-
ble. OCEC can keep you better informed in the event of an outage affecting a large number of members or one 
that will take a longer time than normal to repair by sending email or text messages to those who are affected.  

 
If you are interested in receiving these messages, write in your email address or cell number with carrier on 
your payment stub, call your local office to the information to your account or send an email with your infor-
mation to memberservices@ote -coop.com . Your email address will never be shared and is only used to 

notify you about outages affecting your area.  
 

Information on large outages may also be available on our website and Facebook page. 



April 2016  

Americaôs electric cooperatives have designated the second Monday of April as Na-

tional Lineman Appreciation Day. On April 11, 2016, OCEC will honor the dedicated 

men who often work in challenging conditions to keep the lights on. But who says 

the thanks have to end that day? OCEC invites members to take a moment through 

the month of April to thank a lineman for the work they do. Use #ThankaLineman to 

show your support for the men and women who light our lives or send an email to 

ThankaLineman@ote-coop.com. 

We proudly recognize all electric linemen for the services they perform around the 

clock in dangerous conditions to keep power flowing and protect the publicôs safety. 

ñOur lineworkers are the first responders of our electric distribution system, and they work around the clock on high-voltage 

lines,ò said Mario Romero, General Manager of OCEC. ñConditions can be dangerous, but they power through to ensure reli-

able service for our members.ò 

 New and Improved 
WEBSITE  
Coming soon 
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If you are like most Americans, you have at least one ceiling fan in your 

home. Ceiling fans help our indoor life feel more comfortable. They are 

a decorative addition to our homes and, if used properly, can help lower 

energy costs. 
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1. FLIP THE SWITCH ï Most ceiling fans have a switch near the 

blades. In warm months, flip the switch so that the blades operate in a 

�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �F�O�R�F�N�Z�L�V�H direction, effectively producing a ñwind chillò effect. 

Fans make the air near them feel cooler than it actually is. In winter, 

move the switch so the fan blades rotate �F�O�R�F�N�Z�L�V�H�� creating a gentle 

updraft. This pushes warm air down from the ceiling into occupied are-

as of the room. Regardless of the season, try operating the fan on its 

lowest setting. 

2. ADJUST YOUR THERMOSTAT ï In the summer, when using a fan 

in conjunction with an air conditioner, or instead of it, you can turn your 

thermostat up three to five degrees without any reduction in comfort. 

This saves money since a fan is less costly to run than an air condition-

er. In the winter, lower your thermostatôs set point by the same amount. 

Ceiling fans push the warm air from the ceiling back down toward the 

living space, which means the furnace wonôt turn on as frequently.  

3. CHOOSE THE RIGHT SIZE ï Make sure your ceiling fan is the right 

size for the room. A  fan that is 36-44 inches in diameter will cool rooms up 

to 225 square feet. A fan that is 52 inches or more should be used to cool a 

larger space.  

4. TURN IT OFF ï When the room is unoccupied, turn the fan off. Fans 

are intended to cool people - not rooms.  


