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The Value of Membership
Electric co-ops were established to provide at-cost
electric service to people in rural areas of the country. Providing safe, reliable and affordable power
has been our mission since day one. And, being a
member of an electric cooperative has advantages
that make the co-op business model unique.
You are a member, not a customer.
Cooperatives are unique businesses because they
are owned by you, the member. This means you
have a voice in the way we run the co-op. Members
elect the co-op’s board of directors and have the
ability to run for a seat on the board if they wish to
do so. Your vote and participation help shape the
direction of the cooperative.
We are not-for-profit. Unlike investor-owned
utilities, which are operated to make the most
profits for stakeholders, electric co-ops do not earn
profits. Instead, any margins or revenue remaining
(after all expenses have been paid) are returned
to members in the form of capital credits. Capital
credit returns are based on each member’s years of
participation in the co-op.
We are local, community-focused businesses. Because we are owned by the members

Thunderstorm Safety

we serve, electric cooperatives have a strong
commitment to our local communities. In addition
to providing safe, reliable and affordable power,
electric co-ops are involved in local community
development programs and projects, such as
Habitat for Humanity, Relay for Life, Youth Tour (and
other youth engagement programs), etc.
We are guided by a set of principles.
All co-ops operate according to the same set
of Seven Cooperative Principles: voluntary and
open membership; democratic member control;
members’ economic participation; autonomy and
independence; education, training and information;
cooperation among cooperatives; and concern for
community. These principles guide every decision
made by the co-op.
We are committed to innovation. Because
we answer to local members rather than far-away
shareholders, electric cooperatives are more nimble
and able to respond quickly to changing member
needs. We are committed to experimenting and
innovating in ways that benefit the local communities and members we serve.

• Listen to local news or
NOAA Weather Radio
for emergency updates.
Watch for signs of a
storm, like darkening
skies, lightning flashes or
increasing wind.
• Postpone outdoor activities if thunderstorms
are likely to occur. Many
people struck by lightning
are not in the area where rain is occurring.
• If a severe thunderstorm warning is issued, take shelter in a substantial building or in a vehicle with the windows closed. Get out of mobile homes that can
blow over in high winds.
• If you can hear thunder, you are close enough to be in danger from lightning. If
thunder roars, go indoors! The National Weather Service recommends staying
inside for at least 30 minutes after the last thunder clap.
• Avoid electrical equipment and telephones. Use battery-powered TVs and
radios instead.
• Shutter windows and close outside doors securely. Keep away from windows.
• Do not take a bath, shower or use plumbing.
• If you are driving, try to safely exit the roadway and park. Stay in the vehicle
and turn on the emergency flashers until the heavy rain ends. Avoid touching
metal or other surfaces that conduct electricity in and outside the vehicle.
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Board Meeting
The board of trustees meets the third Friday of the month at 9:00 a.m. at the cooperative.

